
 

DOOR COUNTY TOURISM ZONE COMMISSION 
Administrator’s Report 
March 2019   
  

Compliance: Late Letters Sent 
 
2018 – As of March 14, 2019: 

• The number of June 2018 “No Reports”:  One (1) property remains to report. 
• The number of July 2018 “No Reports”:  One (1) property remains to report. 
• The number of August 2018 “No Reports”: One (1) property remains to report.   
• The number of September 2018 “No Reports”: One (1) property remains to report. 
• The number of October 2018 “No Reports”:  Two (2) remain to report. 

• The number of November 2018 “No Reports”:  Three (3) remain to report.  

• The number of December 2018 “No Reports: Three (3) remain to report. 

• Unpaid tax/fees/penalties: The total outstanding due 3/14/19 is: $2,558.72 from seven (7) 
permit holders. 

 
• Permits:  As of 3/14/19 –Sixteen (16) permits were issued – Six (6) were permitted as a 

result of compliance efforts. 
  Fifteen (15)  permits were issued during the same period of 2018 
 As of 3/14/19 there are 1184 permits 

1. Town of Liberty Grove (56) – undecided - compliance 
2. Town of Gibraltar (50) – seasonal – Note: New owners reduced units from prior owner from 34 

to 32 units - compliance 
3. Village of Sister Bay (56) – year -round - compliance 
4. Town of Gibraltar (56) – year round – compliance 
5. Town of Washington (56) – seasonal- compliance 
6. Town of Liberty Grove (56) – year-round 



 

7. City of Sturgeon Bay (56) – year-round 
8. City of Sturgeon Bay (56) – year round 
9. Town of Gibraltar (53) - year-round 
10. Village of Egg Harbor (56) – year- round – 4 units –  
11. Village of Sister Bay (53) – year-round 
12. Town of Sturgeon Bay (56) – year-round  
13. City of Sturgeon Bay (56)– year-round 
14. Town of Sevastopol (56) – seasonal – compliance 
15. City of Sturgeon Bay (56) – year-round 
16. Town of Gibraltar (56) – year-round 

 
• VRBO/ Homeaway/ Vacationrentals.com :  As of 3/7/19  VRBO lists that there are  

583 listings – the audit reflects 573 with 14 listings not located in Door County.  Homeaway/ 
Vacationrentals.com both list 583 for Door County. 

 Commercial Properties represent 7.77%% (44) of the listings on VRBO for Door County. 
 Non-Commercial Properties represent 90.74% (529) of the listings on VRBO for Door County. 

 The following listings are unpermitted on VRBO/Homeaway: 
• Unpermitted Listing #1: 1335047 – no leads on owner (timeshare Rushes) 
• Unpermitted Listing #2: 1451363 – Final notice sent 11/29/18 with a deadline of 

12/14/18. Matter sent on to attorney.  Heard from owners, they are working on 
the permit. 2/7/19 I have continued to work with owners via telephone. 

• Unpermitted Listing #3: #1559275 – Letter sent 3/7/19 
• Unpermitted Listing #4: #1564582 – Looking for owner information 
• Unpermitted Listing #5: #1320444 – Looking for owner information 

 

 
 



 

 Airbnb: As of 3/5/19, Airbnb lists 520 properties for Door County.  The audit reflects 487 in Door 
County with 24 not in Door County= 511.  There is a variance of 9 listings.  

o Commercial Properties represent 24.43% (119) of the listings on Airbnb for Door County. 
o Non-Commercial Properties represent 75.56% (368) of the listings on Airbnb for Door 

County. 

 
 The following listings are unpermitted on Airbnb: 

 Unpermitted Listing #1 : #23008138: NO LEADS TIMESHARE WHOLESALER 
 Unpermitted Listing #2: #23709001: NO LEADS TIMESHARE WHOLESALER 
 Unpermitted Listing #3: #27284807 – Meadow Ridge – NO LEADS 
 Unpermitted Listing #4: #5974438 – Charisma Sail Boat – ongoing issue of re-

appearing. Owner is snoozing listing rather than deactivating. I will continue 
to try and resolve – Final deadline 3/15/19. 

 Unpermitted Listing #5: #23879942 – Letter sent 2/1/19. Property removed 
from Airbnb as of 3/5/19 – Watch status. 

 Unpermitted Listing #6: #8146241- deactivated permit now active email sent 
2/25/19 and 3/12/19. 

 Unpermitted Listing #7: #31407998 –Email sent – current permit holder with 
new property. 

 Facebook – Nothing to report. 

  Craigslist – Nothing to report. 
 Local Publications- Two (2) job postings for cleaning for properties that are unpermitted. 
 TRIPADVISOR/FLIPKEY: Currently on TripAdvisor there are 66 rentals (68 rentals last month).  

Flipkey has 67 listings (69 listings last month) for Door County.   All are permitted. 



 

State Budget Information:  
The State budget included the following language: 

 
The language is interesting because: 

• Wisconsin Tax Appeals 2014 decision (which was again upheld in February 2016) (decision 
information below)and  

• According to the Travel Technology Association, which represents the online travel industry, 
courts in 23 states have found that online travel agencies do not operate hotels or resell hotel 
rooms as retailers, placing them outside the scope of occupancy taxes.  While the language 
doesn’t say lodging taxes, I think it is something we need to watch closely. 

Background on the Orbitz decision – Orbitz v. Wisconsin Department of Revenue: 
The 2014 decision says that what Orbitz provides is fundamentally different from what the statute 
taxes.  The finding was that the tax applies only to the proceeds Orbitz forwards to the hotels as 
payments for the reserved rooms and not to the additional compensation retained by Orbitz. The 
issue lies with not extending the definitions and terms of Wis. State § 77.52 (2). 

My guess is that this budget item is an attempt to clean up: 

1) The definition of furnishing of rooms or lodging is not part of the Merchant Model -77.52(2)(a)1 
a. The decision noted that Orbitz does not purchase rooms for resale; Orbitz does not pay 

the hotels for the rooms then solicit customers to buy from its inventory.   This does not 
meet the criteria for “furnishing accommodations” under State stat. 

2) The imposition statute at issue, taxes those who sell, perform or furnish the services listed in the 
subsection.  The activities of companies like Orbitz are not listed as a service in the subsection.  

3) §77.52(2)(a) does not clearly impose a tax on the mark-up compensation Orbitz receives from 
its customers for its reservation facilitation services – currently there is no reach of the taxing 
authority. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
REMOVED PROPERTIES 2/14/19 TO 3/14/19 

/ 

Municipality Permit 
# Removed Lodging 

Name 
Lodging 
Address Owner Reason for Removal 

Town of Baileys 
Harbor 

02-56-
0110-00 2/20/19 South Nest Retreat 8734 E Moonlight 

Bay Road Nancy Rafal Long term rentals. 

Town of Liberty 
Grove 

32-56-
1705-06 2/26/19 Le Jardin 11635 Beach 

Road Marianne Roppuld Sold re-permitted #2067 

Town of Sevastopol 33-56-
0723-00 3/7/19 Godfrey 5086 Cave Point 

Road Cynthia Godfrey Sold at Sheriff Sale – new permit 
#2075 

Town of Sevastopol 33-56-
1108-01 3/12/19 Sweeping Sands 3988 Glidden Jackie Anclam No Longer renting. 

City of Sturgeon Bay 35-56-
2069-00 3/12/19 Almost Like Home 

Countryside 1701 Delaware Jerome Kobishop Financial Complications – newly 
permitted on 3/4/19 
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